Nevins Memorial Library
Thursday Evening Book Discussions

2018-19
Book discussions are held at the Library on Thursday evenings 7-9pm. Books are available one month
prior to the discussion. You may pick up books at the previous meeting, or you may get them at the Main
Desk any time the Library is open. Please bring your library card to the meeting to check books out. In
the case of cancellation for bad weather or any other reason, the meeting will be rescheduled as time and
space permit. Cancellation information is posted on the Library’s website. Additional Book Discussion
information is available on our website at www.nevinslibrary.org . All books announced in this flyer are
tentative, based on availability of multiple copies. To confirm dates, book selections, or for more
information call the Library at 978-686-4080 ext. 10.

September 6 – Summer Reading Round-Up!
Join us for our annual book-review-fest of all the books we read this summer that we loved and hated!
Come prepared to talk about at least one or two books you read this summer, and armed with a pencil to
jot down suggestions from group members.

Fall Series: The Book or the… ?
Watching our favorite books get turned into movies or TV shows can be an emotional experience for a
reader. How about if you have seen a beloved BBC/PBS adaptation, but haven’t read the book yet? Does
it make you want to read it? We will explore the old question, “which is best, the book or the film
adaptation” in this series of recent favorites from the small screen that were adapted from some
contemporary books.

October 4 – The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton
Engaging the services of a miniaturist to furnish a cabinet-sized replica of her new home, 18-year-old
Nella Oortman, the wife of an illustrious merchant trader, soon discovers that the artist's tiny creations
mirror their real-life counterparts in eerie and unexpected ways. Watch while you read, this begins
playing on PBS on September 9th.

November 1 – Victoria: A Novel by Daisy Goodwin
Drawing on Victoria's own diaries, which she first started reading when she was a student at Cambridge
University, Daisy Goodwin brings us the brilliantly imagined life of a young woman about to make her
mark on her nation--and the world. The PBS series just finished its second season…

December 6 – Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel
This stylized novel of Tudor England follows the complex machinations and back room dealings of Lord
Thomas Cromwell, the pragmatic, accomplished and low-born power broker who served his king and
country while dealing with deadly political intrigue, Henry VIII's tempestuous relationship with Anne
Boleyn, and the religious upheavals of the Protestant reformation. The atmospheric television adaptation
was very faithful to the book.

January 3 – Call the Midwife by Jennifer Worth
Going into its 8th season on PBS, this beloved series is based on a memoir trilogy that fewer people have
actually read. We shall read the original book in the trilogy and see what started this phenomena.

Spring Series : Memory
Is memory what makes us human? What happens when memories are taken away…or perhaps worse,
when they are never made in the first place? How reliable are memories, anyhow, can we trust people to
recall events accurately? And what is an “accurate” recollection…just our version? This spring we will
try to answer these questions and more as we explore a series of novels about memory and its effects.

February 7 – Before I Go to Sleep by S.J. Watson
This is the suspenseful story of an amnesiac who, following a mysterious accident, cannot remember her
past or form new memories, who desperately tries to uncover the truth about who she is – and who she
can trust.

March 7 – Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro
Winner of the prestigious Man Booker Prize, this modern classic follows Stevens, a retired butler at a
great British estate as he embarks on a journey through his past in an effort to reassure himself that he has
served humanity by serving his master, Lord Darlington. But lurking in his memory are doubts about his
service, and about the nature of his own life.

April 4 – Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
Eleanor is a quirky person, whose routine is everything to her. When that routine is broken and she
begins to build friendships and rebuild a life, memories recovered from a traumatic past begin to emerge.

May 2 – Still Alice by Lisa Genova
Alice Howland is proud of the life she worked so hard to build. At fifty years old, she’s a cognitive
psychology professor at Harvard and a world-renowned expert in linguistics with a successful husband
and three grown children. When she becomes increasingly disoriented and forgetful, a tragic diagnosis
changes her life—and her relationship with her family and the world—forever.

June 6 – The Giver by Lois Lowry
The 1994 Newbery Medal winner, The Giver has become one of the most influential novels of our time.
The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a colorless, world of conformity and
contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to
understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community.

Nevins Memorial Library 305 Broadway Methuen, MA 01844

978-686-4080

