Wednesday Afternoon Book Club 2018-2019
Meets on the Third Wednesday of the Month at 1pm

September 19: Come ready to talk about a book you read over the summer!
October 17: The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small English village with his wife, Maureen, who seems
irritated by almost everything he does. Little differentiates one day from the next. Then one morning a
letter arrives, addressed to Harold in a shaky scrawl, from a woman he hasn’t heard from in twenty
years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say goodbye. Harold is convinced he must walk
600 miles to deliver a letter to Queenie in order to save her.
November 14: The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hellish for all the slaves but especially bad for
Cora; an outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is coming into womanhood - where even greater
pain awaits. When Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad,
they decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Matters do not go as planned and, though they
manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted.
December 19: The Story of Arthur Truluv by Elizabeth Berg
A moving novel about three people who find their way back from loss and loneliness to a different
kind of happiness. Arthur, a widow, meets Maddy, a troubled teenage girl who is avoiding school by
hiding out at the cemetery, where Arthur goes every day for lunch to have imaginary conversations
with his late wife, and think about the lives of others. The two strike up a friendship that draws them
out of isolation. With Arthur’s nosy neighbor Lucille, they create a loving and unconventional family,
proving that life’s most precious moments are sweeter when shared.
January 16: News of the World by Paulette Jiles
In the aftermath of the Civil War, Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd, an elderly widower and itinerant
news reader, is offered fifty dollars to bring an orphan girl, who was kidnapped and raised by
Kiowa raiders, from Wichita Falls back to her family in San Antonio. Their 400-mile journey south
through unsettled territory and unforgiving terrain proves difficult and at times dangerous.
Johanna has forgotten the English language, tries to escape at every opportunity, throws away her
shoes, and refuses to act “civilized.” Yet as the miles pass, the two lonely survivors tentatively
begin to trust each other, forming a bond that marks the difference between life and death in this
treacherous land.
February 20: White Houses by Amy Bloom
Lorena Hickok meets Eleanor Roosevelt in 1932 while reporting on Franklin Roosevelt's first
presidential campaign. As her connection with the future first lady deepens into intimacy, what begins
as a powerful passion matures into a lasting love, and a life that Hick never expected to have. She
moves into the White House, where her status as first friend is an open secret, as are FDR's own
lovers. After she takes a job in the Roosevelt administration, promoting and protecting both
Roosevelts, she comes to know Franklin not only as a great president but as a complicated rival and an
irresistible friend, capable of changing lives even after his death.

March 20: The Life She Was Given by Ellen Marie Wiseman
On a summer evening in 1931, Lilly Blackwood glimpses circus lights from the grimy window of her
attic bedroom. On this unforgettable night, Lilly is taken outside for the first time—and sold to the
circus sideshow. More than two decades later, nineteen-year-old Julia Blackwood has inherited her
parents’ estate and horse farm. For Julia, home was an unhappy place full of strict rules and
forbidden rooms, and she hopes that returning might erase those painful memories. Instead, she
becomes immersed in a mystery involving a hidden attic room and photos of circus scenes featuring
a striking young girl.

April 17: Bluebird, Bluebird by Attica Locke
When it comes to law and order, East Texas plays by its own rules--a fact that Darren Mathews, a
black Texas Ranger, knows all too well. Deeply ambivalent about growing up black in the lone star
state, he was the first in his family to get as far away from Texas as he could. Until duty called him
home. When his allegiance to his roots puts his job in jeopardy, he travels up Highway 59 to the
small town of Lark, where two murders--a black lawyer from Chicago and a local white woman--have
stirred up a hornet's nest of resentment. Darren must solve the crimes--and save himself in the
process--before Lark's long-simmering racial fault lines erupt.
May 15: The Atomic City Girls by Janet Beard
In November 1944, eighteen-year-old June Walker boards an unmarked bus, destined for a city that
doesn’t officially exist. Oak Ridge, Tennessee has sprung up in a matter of months—a town of
trailers and segregated houses, 24-hour cafeterias, and constant security checks. There, June joins
hundreds of other young girls operating massive machines whose purpose is never explained. They
know they are helping to win the war, but must ask no questions and reveal nothing to outsiders.
When the bombing of Hiroshima brings the truth about Oak Ridge into devastating focus, June must
confront her ideals about loyalty, patriotism, and war itself in this riveting novel of the everyday
women who worked on the Manhattan Project during World War II.
June 19: Green by Sam Graham-Felsen
Boston, 1992. David Greenfeld is one of the few white kids at the Martin Luther King Middle
School. Unless he tests into the city's best public high school--which, if practice tests are any
indication, isn't likely--he'll be friendless for the foreseeable future. Nobody's more surprised than
Dave when Marlon Wellings sticks up for him in the school cafeteria. Mar's a loner from the public
housing project on the corner of Dave's own gentrifying block, and he confounds Dave's
assumptions about black culture: He's nerdy and neurotic, a Celtics obsessive whose favorite player
is the gawky, white Larry Bird. Together, the two boys are able to resist the contradictory personas
forced on them by the outside world. But as Dave welcomes his new best friend into his world, he
realizes how little he knows about Mar's. Cracks gradually form in their relationship, and Dave
starts to become aware of the breaks he's been given--and that Mar has not.

