Grade 5
Sal & Gabi Break the Universe by Carlos Hernandez
How did a raw chicken get inside Yasmany's locker? When Sal Vidon meets Gabi Real for the
first time, it isn't under the best of circumstances. Sal is in the principal's office for the third
time in three days, and it's still the first week of school. Gabi, student council president and
editor of the school paper, is there to support her friend Yasmany, who just picked a fight with
Sal. She is determined to prove that somehow Sal planted a raw chicken in Yasmany's locker,
even though nobody saw him do it and the bloody poultry has since mysteriously disappeared.
Sal prides himself on being an excellent magician, but for this sleight of hand he relied on a
talent no one would guess . . . except maybe Gabi, whose sharp eyes never miss a trick.
When Gabi learns that he's capable of conjuring things much bigger than a chicken--including
his dead mother--and she takes it all in stride, Sal knows that she is someone he can work
with. There's only one slight problem: their manipulation of time and space could put the entire
universe at risk.

Front Desk by Kelly Yang
Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big house. Every day,
while her immigrant parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the front desk of the
Calivista Motel and tends to its guests. Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if the
mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out they've been letting them stay in the empty rooms for
free, the Tangs will be doomed. Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how can she when
her mom thinks she should stick to math because English is not her first language? It will take
all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this year. Will she be able to hold
on to her job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams?

The Serpent’s Secret by Sayantani DasGupta
MEET KIRANMALA: INTERDIMENSIONAL DEMON SLAYER
(Only she doesn't know it yet.) On the morning of her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala is just a
regular sixth grader living in Parsippany, New Jersey... until her parents mysteriously vanish
and a drooling rakkhosh demon slams through her kitchen, determined to eat her alive. Turns
out there might be some truth to her parents' fantastical stories--like how Kiranmala is a real
Indian princess and how she comes from a secret place not of this world. To complicate
matters, two crush-worthy princes ring her doorbell, insisting they've come to rescue her.
Suddenly, Kiran is swept into another dimension full of magic, winged horses, moving maps,
and annoying, talking birds. There she must solve riddles and battle demons all while avoiding
the Serpent King of the underworld and the Rakkhoshi Queen in order to find her parents and
basically save New Jersey, her entire world, and everything beyond it…

All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

Losers Club by Andrew Clements
Sixth grader Alec can't put a good book down. So when Principal Vance lays down the
law--pay attention in class, or else--Alec takes action. He can't lose all his reading time, so he
starts a club. A club he intends to be the only member of. After all, reading isn't a team sport,
and no one would want to join something called the Losers Club, right? But as more and
more kids find their way to Alec's club--including his ex-friend turned bully and the girl Alec is
maybe starting to like--Alec notices something. Real life might be messier than his favorite
books, but it's just as interesting.

Spy School series by Stuart Gibbs
Ben Ripley may only be in middle school, but he’s already pegged his dream job: C.I.A. or
bust. Unfortunately for him, his personality doesn’t exactly scream “secret agent.” In fact,
Ben is so awkward, he can barely get to school and back without a mishap. Because of his
innate math skills, Ben isn't surprised when he is recruited for a magnet school with a focus
on science—but he’s entirely shocked to discover that the school is actually a front for a
junior C.I.A. academy. Could the C.I.A. really want him? Actually, no. There’s been a case
of mistaken identity—but that doesn’t stop Ben from trying to morph into a supercool
undercover agent, the kind that always gets the girl. And through a series of hilarious
misadventures, Ben realizes he might actually be a halfway decent spy…if he can survive
all the attempts being made on his life!
Dactyl Hill Squad series by Daniel José Older
It's 1863 and dinosaurs roam the streets of New York as the Civil War rages between
raptor-mounted armies down South. Magdalys Roca and her friends from the Colored
Orphan Asylum are on a field trip when the Draft Riots break out, and a number of their
fellow orphans are kidnapped by an evil magistrate, Richard Riker. Magdalys and her
friends flee to Brooklyn and settle in the Dactyl Hill neighborhood, where black and brown
New Yorkers have set up an independent community--a safe haven from the threats of
Manhattan. Together with the Vigilance Committee, they train to fly on dactylback, discover
new friends and amazing dinosaurs, and plot to take down Riker. Can Magdalys and the
squad rescue the rest of their friends before it's too late?

Nick and Tesla’s series by Bob Pflugfelder
Nick and Tesla are bright 11-year-old siblings with a knack for science, electronics, and
getting into trouble. When their parents mysteriously vanish, they’re sent to live with their
Uncle Newt, a brilliant inventor who engineers top-secret gadgets for a classified
government agency. It’s not long before Nick and Tesla are embarking on adventures of
their own—engineering all kinds of outrageous MacGyverish contraptions to save their
skin: 9-volt burglar alarms, electromagnets, mobile tracking devices, and more. Readers
are invited to join in the fun as each story contains instructions and blueprints for five
different projects.
All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

All’s Faire in Middle School by Victoria Jamieson (Graphic Novel)
Eleven-year-old Imogene (Impy) has grown up with two parents working at the Renaissance
Faire, and she's eager to begin her own training as a squire. First, though, she'll need to
prove her bravery. Luckily Impy has just the quest in mind--she'll go to public school after a
life of being homeschooled! But it's not easy to act like a noble knight-in-training in middle
school. Impy falls in with a group of girls who seem really nice (until they don't) and starts to
be embarrassed of her thrift shop apparel, her family's unusual lifestyle, and their small,
messy apartment. Impy has always thought of herself as a heroic knight, but when she does
something really mean in order to fit in, she begins to wonder whether she might be more of
a dragon after all.

The Strangers by Margaret Peterson Haddix
What makes you? The Greystone kids thought they knew. Chess has always been the
protector over his younger siblings, Emma loves math, and Finn does what Finn does
best—acting silly and being adored. They’ve been a happy family, just the three of them
and their mom. But everything changes when reports of three kidnapped children—who
share the same first and middle names, ages, and exact birth dates as the Greystone
kids—reach the Greystone family. This bizarre coincidence makes them wonder: Who
exactly are these strangers? Before Chess, Emma, and Finn can question their mom
about it, she takes off on a mysterious work trip. But puzzling clues left behind lead to
complex codes, hidden rooms, and a dangerous secret that will turn their world upside
down.

The War That Saved My Life series by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by
Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of
London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. So
begins a new adventure for Ada and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take in
the two kids. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for
German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But
in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada
and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?

All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

Non-Fiction
Something Rotten: A Fresh Look at Roadkill
by Heather L. Montgomery
A wildlife researcher with a special penchant for the animals that litter the roadways, Heather
Montgomery isn't satisfied with dissecting just one snake. Her fascination with roadkill sets her
off on a journey from her own backyard and the roadways of the American South to scientists
and kids in labs and homes across the globe. From biologists who use the corpses of
Tasmanian devils to investigate cures for a contagious cancer, to a scientist who discovered a
whole new species of bird from a single wing left behind, to a boy rebuilding animal bodies
from the bones up, to a restaurant that serves up animal remnants, Montgomery discovers
that death is just the beginning for these creatures.

DK Life Stories series by Various Authors
This new biography series from DK goes beyond the basic facts to tell the true life stories of
history's most interesting people for example Albert Einstein, Ghandi, and Helen Keller.
Full-color photographs and hand-drawn illustrations complement thoughtfully written,
age-appropriate text to create engaging books children will enjoy reading. Definition boxes,
information sidebars, maps, inspiring quotes, and other nonfiction text features add depth, and
a handy reference section is included in the book.

Moonshot by Brian Floca
Simply told, grandly shown, here is the flight of Apollo 11. Here for a new generation of
readers and explorers are the steady astronauts clicking themselves into gloves and
helmets, strapping themselves into sideways seats. Here are their great machines in all their
detail and monumentality, the roar of rockets, and the silence of the moon. Here is a story of
adventure and discovery—a story of leaving and returning during the summer of 1969, and a
story of home, seen whole, from far away.

Black Elk’s Vision: A Lakota Story by S.D. Nelson
Sitting Bull: Lakota Warrior and Defender of His People by S.D. Nelson
Red Cloud: A Lakota Story of War and Surrender by S.D. Nelson
These books highlight the lives and accomplishments of three great 19th-century
Native American leaders: Black Elk, Red Cloud, and Sitting Bull. Each book features color
illustrations as well as historical photographs, a timeline, maps, and a bibliography for further
exploration.
All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

