Grade 6
Aru Shah and the End of Time by Roshani Chokshi or
Aru Shah and the Song of Death by Roshani Chokshi
Twelve-year-old Aru Shah has a tendency to stretch the truth in order to fit in at school.
While her classmates are jetting off to family vacations in exotic locales, she'll be spending
her autumn break at home, in the Museum of Ancient Indian Art and Culture, waiting for her
mom to return from her latest archeological trip. Is it any wonder that Aru makes up stories
about being royalty, traveling to Paris, and having a chauffeur? One day, three schoolmates
show up at Aru's doorstep to catch her in a lie. They don't believe her claim that the
museum's Lamp of Bharata is cursed, and they dare Aru to prove it. Just a quick light, Aru
thinks. Then she can get herself out of this mess and never ever fib again. But lighting the
lamp has dire consequences. She unwittingly frees the Sleeper, an ancient demon whose
duty it is to awaken the God of Destruction. Her classmates and beloved mother are frozen
in time, and it's up to Aru to save them. The only way to stop the demon is to find the
reincarnations of the five legendary Pandava brothers, protagonists of the Hindu epic poem,
the Mahabharata, and journey through the Kingdom of Death. But how is one girl in
Spider-Man pajamas supposed to do all that?

The False Prince series by Jennifer A. Nielsen
In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a
nobleman of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost
son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role,
including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than
questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point—he must be chosen to play the prince
or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. As Sage
moves from a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of
treachery and deceit unfold until finally a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well prove
more dangerous than all of the lies taken together.

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson
It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat—by themselves, with no adults to
listen in. There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), they
discover it's safe to talk about what's bothering them—everything from Esteban's father's
deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's
adjustment to his changing family fortunes. When the six are together, they can express the
feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, they can grow
braver and more ready for the rest of their lives.

All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

Inquisitor’s Apprentice series by Chris Moriarty
The day Sacha found out he could see witches was the worst day of his life. . . .
Being an Inquisitor is no job for a nice Jewish boy. But when Sacha Kessler learns he can
see witches, he’s yanked out of everyday life on Hester Street and apprenticed to the New
York Police Department’s star Inquisitor, Maximillian Wolf. The Inquisitor’s mission is to
stop magical crime. And New York at the beginning of the twentieth century is a magical
melting pot where each ethnic group has its own brand of homegrown witchcraft and
magical gangs rule the streets from Hell’s Kitchen to Chinatown. Soon Sacha has teamed
up with fellow apprentice Lily Astral, daughter of one of the city’s richest Wall Street
Wizards—and a spoiled snob, if you ask Sacha. Their first job is to find out who’s trying to
kill Thomas Edison. Edison has invented a mechanical witch detector that could unleash
the worst witch-hunt in American history. Every magician in town has a motive to kill him.
But as the investigation unfolds, all the clues lead back to the Lower East Side. And Sacha
soon realizes that his own family could be accused of murder!

The Whiz Mob and the Grenadine Kid by Colin Meloy
It is an ordinary Tuesday morning in April when bored, lonely Charlie Fisher witnesses
something incredible. Right before his eyes, in a busy square in Marseille, a group of
pickpockets pulls off an amazing robbery. As the young bandits appear to melt into the
crowd, Charlie realizes with a start that he himself was one of their marks. Yet Charlie is
less alarmed than intrigued. This is the most thrilling thing that’s happened to him since he
came to France with his father, an American diplomat. So instead of reporting the thieves,
Charlie defends one of their cannons, Amir, to the police, under one condition: he teach
Charlie the tricks of the trade. What starts off as a lesson on pinches, kicks, and chumps
soon turns into an invitation for Charlie to join the secret world of the whiz mob, an
international band of child thieves who trained at the mysterious School of Seven Bells.
The whiz mob are independent and incredibly skilled and make their own way in the
world—they are everything Charlie yearns to be. But what at first seemed like a (relatively)
harmless new pastime draws him into a dangerous adventure with global stakes greater
than he could have ever imagined.

The First Rule of Punk by Celia Pérez
There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school--you can't fix it with duct
tape like you would your Chuck Taylors. On Day One, twelve-year-old Malú (Maria Luisa, if
you want to annoy her) inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School's queen bee, violates the
school's dress code with her punk rock look, and disappoints her college-professor mom in
the process. Her dad, who now lives a thousand miles away, says things will get better as
long as she remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself. The real Malú loves rock music,
skateboarding, zines, and Soyrizo (hold the cilantro, please). And when she assembles a
group of like-minded misfits at school and starts a band, Malú finally begins to feel at home.
She'll do anything to preserve this, which includes standing up to an anti-punk school
administration to fight for her right to express herself!

All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinkney
Finally, Amira is twelve. Old enough to wear a toob, old enough for new responsibilities. And
maybe old enough to go to school in Nyala--Amira's one true dream. But life in her peaceful
Sudanese village is shattered when the Janjaweed arrive. The terrifying attackers ravage the
town and unleash unspeakable horrors. After she loses nearly everything, Amira needs to dig
deep within herself to find the strength to make the long journey--on foot--to safety at a
refugee camp. Her days are tough at the camp, until the gift of a simple red pencil opens her
mind--and all kinds of possibilities.

Whatshisface by Gordon Korman
When 12-year-old Cooper Vega moves for the third time in five years, he receives a
state-of-the-art smartphone to help him stay in touch with old friends. He's had phones
before, but this one is buggy and unpredictable. When a boy named Roderick Northrop
communicates with him through the phone, Cooper realizes that his phone isn't buggy at all;
the thing is haunted!

Million-Dollar Throw by Mike Lupica
If a million dollars was at stake, could you make the throw?
Nate Brodie is nicknamed “Brady” not only for his arm, but also because he’s the biggest
Tom Brady fan. He’s even saved up to buy an autographed football. And when he does, he
wins the chance for something he’s never dreamed of—to throw a pass through a target at a
Patriots game for one million dollars.

Navigating Early by Claire Vanderpool
At the end of World War II, Jack Baker, a landlocked Kansas boy, is suddenly uprooted after
his mother’s death and placed in a boy’s boarding school in Maine. There Jack encounters
Early Auden, the strangest of boys, who reads the number pi as a story and collects
clippings about the sightings of a great black bear in the nearby mountains. Newcomer Jack
feels lost yet can’t help being drawn to Early, who won’t believe what everyone accepts to
be the truth about the Great Appalachian Bear, Timber Rattlesnakes, and the legendary
school hero known as The Fish, who never returned from the war. When the boys find
themselves unexpectedly alone at school, they embark on a quest on the Appalachian Trail
in search of the great black bear. But what they are searching for is sometimes different
from what they find. They will meet truly strange characters, each of whom figures into the pi
story Early weaves as they travel, while discovering things they never realized about
themselves and others in their lives.
All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

New Kid by Jerry Craft (Graphic Novel)
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But
instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious
private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his
entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the
upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two
worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school
culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself?

Non-Fiction
Real Friends by Shannon Hale (Graphic Novel Memoir)
Shannon and Adrienne have been best friends ever since they were little. But one day,
Adrienne starts hanging out with Jen, the most popular girl in class and the leader of a circle
of friends called The Group. Everyone in The Group wants to be Jen's #1, and some girls
would do anything to stay on top . . . even if it means bullying others. Now every day is like
a roller coaster for Shannon. Will she and Adrienne stay friends? Can she stand up for
herself? And is she in The Group—or out?

Bat Citizens: Defending the Ninjas of the Night by Rob Laidlaw
In Bat Citizens animal activist and biologist Rob Laidlaw sheds light on these famously
shadowy mammals, from their habits and habitats to their importance for maintaining
biodiversity. Bat biology is explored alongside human-bat relations, and “Bat Citizens”
highlights children who are model bat friends and global citizens.

Path to the Stars: My Journey from Girl Scout to Rocket Scientist
by Sylvia Acevedo
A meningitis outbreak in their underprivileged neighborhood left Sylvia Acevedo’s family
forever altered. As she struggled in the aftermath of loss, young Sylvia’s life transformed
when she joined the Brownies. The Girl Scouts taught her how to take control of her world
and nourished her love of numbers and science. With new confidence, Sylvia navigated
shifting cultural expectations at school and at home, forging her own trail to become one of
the first Latinx to graduate with a master's in engineering from Stanford University, and going
on to become a rocket scientist at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.
All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

The Eye That Never Sleeps: How Detective Pinkerton Saved President Lincoln
by Marissa Moss
Everyone knows the story of Abraham Lincoln, but few know anything about the spy
who saved him! Allan Pinkerton’s life changed when he helped the Chicago Police
Department track down a group of counterfeiters. From there, he became the first
police detective in Chicago and established the country’s most successful detective
agency. He went on to solve more than 300 murders and recover millions of dollars in
stolen money. However, his greatest contribution was protecting Abraham Lincoln on
the way to his 1861 inauguration. Though assassins attempted to murder Lincoln en
route, Pinkerton foiled their plot and brought the president safely to the capital.

All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com.

