Tuesday Evening Bestseller Book Club 2019-2020
September 3: Discuss books we have read during the summer
October 1st: An American Marriage by Tayari Jones
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American Dream and the New South.
He is a young business executive and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career. But as they
settle into the routine of their life together, they are suddenly ripped apart by circumstances neither
could have imagined when, while visiting Roy’s parents in their small Louisiana town, Roy is arrested
and sentenced to twelve years in prison for a crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit. Though fiercely
independent, Celestial finds herself unmoored, taking comfort in Andre, her childhood friend and
Roy’s best man at her wedding. As Roy’s time in prison passes, she is unable to hold on to the love
that has been her center. When, after five years, Roy’s conviction is suddenly overturned and he
returns to Atlanta ready to resume their life together, Celestial is faced with a soul-wrenching
decision: whether to let go or to try to rebuild a marriage that has lost its underpinnings.

November 5th: The Wife Between Us by Greer Hendricks & Sarah Pekkanen
When you read this book, you will make many assumptions.
You will assume you are reading about a jealous ex-wife. You will assume she is obsessed
with her replacement-a beautiful, younger woman who is about to marry the man they
both love.
You will assume you know the anatomy of this tangled love triangle.
Assume nothing.
Twisted and deliciously chilling, Greer Hendricks and Sarah Pekkanen’s The Wife Between
Us exposes the secret complexities of an enviable marriage – and the dangerous truths we
ignore in the name of love.

December 3rd: Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say
exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of
avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka,
and phone chats with Mummy.
But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply
unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an
elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the three become the kinds of
friends who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been
living. And it is Raymond’s big heart that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to
repair her own profoundly damaged one.

January 7th: The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure
In 1942 Paris, gifted architect Lucien Bernard accepts a commission that will bring him
a great deal of money – and maybe get him killed. But if he’s clever enough, he’ll
avoid any trouble. All he has to do is design a secret hiding place for a wealthy Jewish
man, a space so invisible that even the most determined German officer won’t find it.
He sorely needs the money, and outwitting the Nazis who have occupied his beloved
city is a challenge he can’t resist.
But when one of his hiding spaces fails horribly, and the problem of where to hide a
Jew becomes terribly personal, Lucien can no longer ignore what’s at stake. The Paris
Architect asks us to consider what we owe each other, and just how far we’ll go to
make thing right.

February 4th: Varina by Charles Frazier

“Her marriage prospects limited, teenage Varina Howell agrees to wed the mucholder widower Jefferson Davis, with whom she expects the secure life of a Mississippi
landowner. Davis instead pursues a career in politics and is eventually appointed
president of the Confederacy, place Varina at the white-hot center of one of the
darkest moments in American history”.

March 3rd: Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year old Rill Foss and her 4 younger siblings live a
magical life aboard their family’s Mississippi River shanty boat. But when
their father must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is
left in charge-until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is
familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Children’s Home Society orphanage.,
the Foss children are assured that they will soon be returned to their
parents-but they quickly realize the dark truth. At mercy of the facility’s cruel
director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother together in a world of
danger and uncertainty.
Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege, Avery
Stafford seems to have it all. But when Avery returns home to help her
father weather a health crisis, a chance encounter leaves her with
uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey through her
family’s long hidden history, on a path that will ultimately lead either to
devastation or to redemption.

April 7th: The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff
One morning while passing through Grand Central Terminal on her way to work,
Grace Healey finds an abandoned suitcase tucked beneath a bench. Grace opens it
where she discovers a dozen photographs-each of a different woman. In a
moment of impulse, Grace takes the photographs and quickly leaves the station.
Grace soon learns that the suitcase belonged to a woman named Eleanor Trigg,
leader of a network of female secret agents who were deployed out of London
during the war. Setting out to learn the truth behind the women in the photos,
Grace finds herself drawn to a young mother turned agent named Marie, whose
daring mission overseas reveals a remarkable story of friendship, valor and
betrayal.

May 5th: Before She Knew Him by Peter Swanson
Hen and her husband Lloyd have settled into a quiet life in a new house outside of
Boston. Hen is an illustrator and works out of a studio nearby, and has found the
right meds to control her bipolar disorder. Finally, she’s found some stability and
peace.
But when they meet the neighbors next door, that calm begins to erode as she
spots a familiar object displayed on the husband’s office shelf. The trophy looks
exactly like the one that went missing from the home of a young man killed 2 years
ago. She knows, due to her fascination with this unsolved murder.
Could the neighbor be the killer, or is it the beginning of another psychotic episode
like she’s suffered in the past.

June 2nd: Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty
Nine people gather at a remote health resort. Amidst all of the luxury and
pampering, the mindfulness and meditation, they know these ten days might
involve some real work. But none of them could imagine just how challenging
the next ten days are going to be.
Frances Welty, romantic novelist, arrives at Tranquillum House nursing a bad
back, a broken heart. She’s immediately intrigued by fellow guests. Most of
them don’t look to be in need of a health resort at all. But the person that
intrigues her most is the strange and charismatic owner. Could this person really
have the answers Frances didn’t even know she was seeking? Should Frances
put aside her doubts and immerse herself in everything Tranquillum House has
to offer-or should she run while she still can?
It’s not long before every guest is asking the exact same question.

