Greater Lawrence Technical School Summer Reading
Incoming Freshmen:

Refugee by Alan Gratz
Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi
Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994;
and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction,
embark on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections that tie
their stories together.

March: Book One by John Lewis
March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights,
meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and
segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader
civil rights movement.

House Arrest by K.A. Holt
Young Timothy is sentenced to house arrest after impulsively stealing a wallet, and he is forced
to keep a journal into which he pours all his thoughts, fears, and frustrations.

Here to Stay by Sara Farizan
When a cyberbully sends the entire high school a picture of basketball hero Bijan Majidi, photoshopped to look like a terrorist, the school administration promises to find and punish the culprit,
but Bijan just wants to pretend the incident never happened and move on.

The Silence Between Us by Alison Gervais
Maya has reservations about transferring to a hearing school after studying in a school for the
deaf for years, but grows closer to Beau Watson, the student body president, who starts learning
sign language to communicate with her.
Grades 10-12:

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her
body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But
Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, she discovers slam poetry, and she pours all her frustration
and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers,
especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can
never know about.

Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram
Clinically-depressed Darius Kellner, a high school sophomore, travels to Iran to meet his
grandparents, but it is their next-door neighbor, Sohrab, who changes his life

March: Book One by John Lewis
March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights,
meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and
segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader
civil rights movement.

Furia by Yamile Saied Méndez
Seventeen-year-old Camila Hassan, a rising soccer star in Rosario, Argentina, dreams of playing
professionally, in defiance of her fathers' wishes and at the risk of her budding romance with
Diego.

We are Not Free by Traci Chee
For fourteen-year-old budding artist Minoru Ito, her two brothers, her friends, and the other
members of the Japanese-American community in southern California, the three months since
Pearl Harbor was attacked have become a waking nightmare: attacked, spat on, and abused with
no way to retaliate--and now things are about to get worse, their lives forever changed by the
mass incarcerations in the relocation camps.

