Wednesday Afternoon Book Club 2021-22
Meets on the Third Wednesday of the Month at 1pm

September 15: The Switch by Beth O’Leary
When overachiever Leena Cotton is ordered to take a two-month sabbatical after blowing a big
presentation at work, she escapes to her grandmother Eileen's house for some long-overdue rest.
Eileen is newly single and about to turn eighty. She'd like a second chance at love, but her tiny
Yorkshire village doesn't offer many eligible gentlemen. So they decide to try a two-month swap.
Eileen will live in London and look for love. Meanwhile Leena will look after everything in rural
Yorkshire. But stepping into one another's shoes proves more difficult than either of them expected.
October 20: Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders
On February 22, 1862, two days after his death, Willie Lincoln was laid to rest in a marble crypt in
a Georgetown cemetery. That very night, shattered by grief, Abraham Lincoln arrives at the
cemetery under cover of darkness and visits the crypt, alone, to spend time with his son's body.
Set over the course of that one night and populated by ghosts of the recently passed and the
long dead, Lincoln in the Bardo is a thrilling exploration of death, grief, the powers of good and
evil, a novel - in its form and voice - completely unlike anything you have read before.
November 17: Disappearing Earth by Julia Phillips
One August afternoon, on the shoreline of the Kamchatka peninsula at the northeastern edge of
Russia, two sisters go missing. In the ensuing weeks, then months, the police investigation turns up
nothing. Echoes of the disappearance reverberate across a tightly woven community, with the fear
and loss felt most deeply among its women. Taking us through a year in Kamchatka, Disappearing
Earth enters with astonishing emotional acuity the worlds of a cast of richly drawn characters, all
connected by the crime: a witness, a neighbor, a detective, a mother. We are transported to vistas of
rugged beauty -- densely wooded forests, open expanses of tundra, soaring volcanoes, and the
glassy seas that border Japan and Alaska -- and into a region as complex as it is alluring, where social and ethnic tensions
have long simmered, and where outsiders are often the first to be accused.
December 15: Perestroika in Paris by Jane Smiley
Paras, short for "Perestroika," is a spirited racehorse that has wandered all the way to the City of
Light. She's dazzled and often mystified by the sights, sounds, and smells around her, and soon she
meets an elegant dog named Frida, who knows how to get by without attracting attention. Paras
and Frida coexist for a time in the city's lush green spaces, nourished by Frida's strategic trips to the
vegetable market. But then Paras meets a human boy, Etienne, and discovers a new, otherworldly
part of Paris: the ivy-walled house where the boy and his nearly-one-hundred-year-old greatgrandmother live in seclusion. But how long can a runaway horse stay
undiscovered in Paris?
January 19: They Called Us Enemy by George Takei
A graphic memoir recounting actor/author/activist George Takei's childhood imprisoned within
American concentration camps during World War II. Experience the forces that shaped an American
icon -- and America itself.

February 16: The Mystery of Mrs. Christie by Marie Benedict
December 1926: England unleashes the largest manhunt in its history. The object of the search is
not an escaped convict or a war criminal, but the missing wife of a WWI hero, up-and-coming
mystery author Agatha Christie. When her car is found wrecked, empty, and abandoned near a
natural spring, the country is in a frenzy. Eleven days later, Agatha reappears, claiming amnesia.
She provides no answers for her disappearance. That is...until she writes a very strange book about
a missing woman, a murderous husband, and a plan to expose the truth.
What role did her unfaithful husband play? And what was he not telling
investigators?
March 16: Eight Perfect Murders by Peter Swanson
A chilling tale of psychological suspense and an homage to the thriller genre tailor-made for fans:
the story of a bookseller who finds himself at the center of an FBI investigation because a very
clever killer has started using his list of fiction’s most ingenious murders.
April 20: What Are You Going Through by Sigrid Nunez
A woman describes a series of encounters she has with various people in the ordinary course of her
life: an ex she runs into by chance at a public forum, an Airbnb owner unsure how to interact with
her guests, a stranger who seeks help comforting his elderly mother, a friend of her youth now
hospitalized with terminal cancer. In each of these people the woman finds a common need: the
urge to talk about themselves and to have an audience to their experiences. The narrator
orchestrates this chorus of voices for the most part as a passive listener, until one of them makes an
extraordinary request, drawing her into an intense and transformative experience of her own.
May 18: The Boy in the Field by Margot Livesey
One September afternoon in 1999, teenagers Matthew, Zoe, and Duncan Lang are walking
home from school when they discover a boy lying in a field, bloody and unconscious. Thanks to
their intervention, the boy’s life is saved. In the aftermath, all three siblings are irrevocably
changed. Matthew, the oldest, becomes obsessed with tracking down the assailant, secretly
searching the local town with the victim’s brother. Zoe wanders the streets of Oxford, looking at
men, and one of them, a visiting American graduate student, looks back. Duncan, the youngest,
who has seldom thought about being adopted, suddenly decides he wants to find his birth
mother. Overshadowing all three is the awareness that something is amiss in their parents’
marriage. Over the course of the autumn, as each of the siblings confronts the complications
and contradictions of their approaching adulthood, they find themselves at once drawn
together and driven apart.
June 15: The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a small, southern
black community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is
different as adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial identities. Many
years later, one sister lives with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to
escape. The other passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even
separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What
will happen to the next generation, when their own daughters' storylines intersect?

