
 Forever Young-ish Book Group 2021-22 

Meets on the Third Thursday of the Month at 7pm 

 

September 16:  Reading Round Up! 

Please join us as we check in each other and recap what we’ve read since we last met (at least the memorable ones!) 

      October 21:  Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay 

A coming-of-age story about grief, guilt, and the risks a Filipino-American teenager takes to 

uncover the truth about his cousin's murder. Jay Reguero plans to spend the last semester of his 

senior year playing video games before heading to the University of Michigan in the fall. But 

when he discovers that his Filipino cousin Jun was murdered as part of President Duterte's war 

on drugs, and no one in the family wants to talk about what happened, Jay travels to the 

Philippines to find out the real story. Hoping to uncover more about Jun and the events that led 

to his death, Jay is forced to reckon with the many sides of his cousin before he can face the 

whole horrible truth -- and the part he played in it. 

November 18:  The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna 

In this world, girls are outcasts by blood and warriors by choice. Get ready for battle. Sixteen-year-old 

Deka lives in fear and anticipation of the blood ceremony that will determine whether she will become a 

member of her village. Already different from everyone else because of her unnatural intuition, Deka 

prays for red blood so she can finally feel like she belongs. But on the day of the ceremony, her blood 

runs gold, the color of impurity–and Deka knows she will face a consequence worse than death. Then a 

mysterious woman comes to her with a choice: stay in the village and submit to her fate, or leave to fight 

for the emperor in an army of girls just like her. They are called alaki–near-immortals with rare gifts. And 

they are the only ones who can stop the empire's greatest threat. Knowing the dangers that lie ahead 

yet yearning for acceptance, Deka decides to leave the only life she's ever known. But as she journeys to 

the capital to train for the biggest battle of her life, she will discover that the great walled city holds many 

surprises. Nothing and no one are quite what they seem to be–not even Deka herself. 

      December 16:  Parachutes by Kelly Yang 

They're called parachutes: teenagers dropped off to live in private homes and study in the US 

while their wealthy parents remain in Asia. Claire Wang never thought she'd be one of them, 

until her parents pluck her from her privileged life in Shanghai and enroll her at a high school in 

California. Suddenly she finds herself living in a stranger's house, with no one to tell her what to 

do for the first time in her life. She soon embraces her newfound freedom, especially when the 

hottest and most eligible parachute, Jay, asks her out. Dani De La Cruz, Claire's new host sister, 

couldn't be less thrilled that her mom rented out a room to Claire. An academic and debate-

team star, Dani is determined to earn her way into Yale, even if it means competing with 

privileged kids who are buying their way to   the top. When her debate coach starts working 

with her privately, Dani's game plan veers unexpectedly off course. Desperately trying to avoid 

each other under the same roof, Dani and Claire find themselves on a collision course, 

intertwining in deeper and more complicated ways, as they grapple with life-altering 

experiences. 

 



January 20:  Saints and Misfits by S. K. Ali 

Fifteen-year-old Janna Yusuf, a Flannery O'Connor-obsessed book nerd and the daughter of the only 

divorced mother at their mosque, tries to make sense of the events that follow when her best 

friend's cousin--a holy star in the Muslim community--attempts to assault her at the end of 

sophomore year. 

February 17: A Cuban Girl’s Guide to Tea and Tomorrow by Laura Taylor 

Namey  

 Seventeen-year-old Lila Reyes, furious when her parents send her to the English countryside to 

recover from grief and heartbreak, unexpectedly falls in love with a teashop clerk--and England, 

itself. 

 

 

 

March 17:  The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee 

1890, Atlanta. By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel Caroline 

Payne, the daughter of one of the wealthiest men in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the 

pseudonymous author of a newspaper advice column for 'the genteel Southern lady. 

 

April 21:  This Savage Song by Victoria Schwab 

Kate Harker and August Flynn are the heirs to a divided city—a city where the violence has begun 

to breed actual monsters. All Kate wants is to be as ruthless as her father, who lets the monsters 

roam free and makes the humans pay for his protection. All August wants is to be human, as 

good-hearted as his own father, to play a bigger role in protecting the innocent—but he's one of 

the monsters. One who can steal a soul with a simple strain of music. When the chance arises to 

keep an eye on Kate, who's just been kicked out of her sixth boarding school and returned home, 

August jumps at it. But Kate discovers August's secret, and after a failed assassination attempt 

the pair must flee for their lives. 

May 19:  Like a Love Story by Abdi Nazemian 

It's 1989 in New York City, and for three teens, the world is changing. Reza is an Iranian boy 

who has just moved to the city with his mother to live with his stepfather and stepbrother. He's 

terrified that someone will guess the truth he can barely acknowledge about himself. Reza 

knows he's gay, but all he knows of gay life are the media's images of men dying of AIDS. Judy 

is an aspiring fashion designer who worships her uncle Stephen, a gay man with AIDS who 

devotes his time to activism as a member of ACT UP. Judy has never imagined finding 

romance... until she falls for Reza and they start dating. Art is Judy's best friend, their school's 

only out and proud teen. He'll never be who his conservative parents want him to be, so he 

rebels by documenting the AIDS crisis through his photographs. As Reza and Art grow closer, 

Reza struggles to find a way out of his deception that won't break Judy's heart -- and destroy 

the most meaningful friendship he's ever known. This is a bighearted, sprawling epic about 

friendship and love and the revolutionary act of living life to the fullest in the face of impossible odds. 

 


