Forever Youngish Book Group 2022-23
Meets on the Third Thursday of the Month at 7pm

September 22: Reading Round Up!
Please join us as we check in each other and recap what we’ve read since we last met!

October 20: This Woven Kingdom by Tahereh Mafi
To all the world, Alizeh is a disposable servant, not the long-lost heir to an ancient Jinn kingdom
forced to hide in plain sight. The crown prince, Kamran, has heard the prophecies foretelling the
death of his king. But he could never have imagined that the servant girl with the strange eyes, the
girl he can't put out of his mind, would one day soon uproot his kingdom--and the world.

November 17: Dear Haiti, Love Alaine by Maika Moulite and Maritza Moulite
After an incident at school, seventeen year-old Alaine is spending spring break in a "volunteer
immersion project", toiling away under the ever-watchful eyes of Tati Estelle and her eagle-eyed
mother at a new nonprofit in Haiti. Although it is meant as punishment, Alaine is still able to flirt
with Tati's distractingly cute intern, get some actual face time with her mom and experience her
family's history in Haiti for the first time.

December 15: Tokyo Ever After by Emiko Jean
After learning that her father is the Crown Prince of Japan, Izumi travels to Tokyo, where she
discovers that Japanese imperial life--complete with designer clothes, court intrigue, paparazzi
scandals, and a forbidden romance with her handsome but stoic bodyguard--is a tough fit for the
outspoken and irreverent eighteen-year-old from northern California.

January 19: Home Is Not a Country by Safia Elhillo
Nima doesn't feel understood. By her mother, who grew up far away in a different land. By her
suburban town, which makes her feel too much like an outsider to fit in and not enough like an
outsider to feel like that she belongs somewhere else. At least she has her childhood friend
Haitham, with whom she can let her guard down and be herself. Until she doesn't. As the ground is
pulled out from under her, Nima must grapple with the phantom of a life not chosen, the name her
parents didn't give her at birth: Yasmeen. But that other name, that other girl, might just be more
real than Nima knows.

February 16: Love in English by Maria E. Andreu
Feeling blocked after moving from Argentina to New Jersey, a sixteen-year-old poet finds herself torn
between a cute American boy in her math class and a Greek student who understands the struggles
she is facing in an ESL class.

March 16: Spin the Dawn by Elizabeth Lim
Disguising herself as a boy to compete for the position of imperial tailor, Maia must somehow
complete the impossible task of sewing three magic gowns for the emperor's bride-to-be from the
sun's laughter, the moon's tears, and the blood of stars.

April 20: Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez
In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life. At home, she is a careful daughter, living
within her mother's narrow expectations, in her rising-soccer-star brother's shadow, and under
the abusive rule of her short-tempered father. On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill
and talent. When her team qualifies for the South American tournament, Camila gets the chance
to see just how far those talents can take her. In her wildest dreams, she'd get an athletic
scholarship to a North American university. But the path ahead isn't easy. Her parents don't
know about her passion. They wouldn't allow a girl to play fútbol - and she needs their
permission to go any farther. As her life becomes more complicated, Camila is forced to face her
secrets and make her way in a world with no place for the dreams and ambition of a girl like her.

May 18: Himawari House by Harmony Becker
When Nao returns to Tokyo to reconnect with her Japanese heritage, she books a yearlong stay
at the Himawari sharehouse. There she meets Hyejung and Tina, two other girls who came to
Japan to freely forge their own paths. The trio live together, share meals, and even attend the
same Japanese-language school, which results in them becoming fast friends. But will they be
able to hold one another up as life tests them with new loves, old heart breaks, and the
everyday challenges of being fish out of water?

