
INTRODUCING:  The WORDS Book Group 

 (We Only Read Diverse Stories) 
 

Nevins Library, Trustees Room 

2nd Tuesday of the month at 7pm 

This book group will focus on authors and stories that explore diverse and 

underrepresented voices and experiences.   

 

 

 May 14:  Yellowface by R.F. Kuang 

After the death of her literary rival in a freak accident, author June Hayward steals her 
just-finished masterpiece, sending it to her agent as her own work, but as emerging 
evidence threatens her success, she discovers how far she'll go to keep what she thinks 
she deserves. 
 

 

 

 

 June 11:  Lavender House by Lev AC Rosen  

Lavender House, 1952: the family seat of recently deceased matriarch Irene Lamontaine, head of 

the famous Lamontaine soap empire. Irene's recipes for her signature scents are a well guarded 

secret--but it's not the only one behind these gates. This estate offers a unique freedom, where 

none of the residents or staff hide who they are. But to keep their secret, they've needed to keep 

others out. And now they're worried they're keeping a murderer in.  

 

 

 

July 9: Better the Blood by Michael Bennett  

A tenacious Māori detective, Hana Westerman juggles single motherhood, endemic prejudice, 

and the pressures of her career in Auckland CIB. Led to a crime scene by a mysterious video, she 

discovers a man ritualistically hanging in a secret room and a puzzling inward-curving inscription. 

Delving into the investigation after a second, apparently unrelated, death, she uncovers a chilling 

connection to a historic crime: 160 years before, during the brutal and bloody British colonization 

of New Zealand, a troop of colonial soldiers unjustly executed a Māori Chief. 

 

 

 



 

August 13: The Pretty One: On Life, Pop Culture, Disability, and Other Reasons to Fall in Love 

With Me by Keah Brown  

From the disability rights advocate and creator of the #DisabledAndCute viral campaign, a 

thoughtful, inspiring, and charming collection of essays exploring what it means to be black and 

disabled in a mostly able-bodied white America. 

 

 

 

 

September 10:  A Disappearance in Fiji by Nilima Rao 

A charming and atmospheric debut mystery featuring a 25-year-old Indian police sergeant 

investigating a missing persons case in colonial Fiji.  

1914, Fiji: After a promising start to his police career in his native India and Hong Kong, Akal 

Singh has been sent to Fiji as punishment for a humiliating professional mistake. Lonely and 

grumpy, Akal plods through his work and dreams of getting back to Hong Kong.  When an 

indentured Indian woman goes missing from a sugarcane plantation and Fiji’s newspapers 

scream “kidnapping,” the inspector-general reluctantly assigns Akal the case, giving him strict 

instructions to view this investigation as nothing more than cursory. Akal, eager to achieve 

redemption, agrees—but soon finds himself far more invested than he could have expected. 

 

 


