Wednesday Afternoon Book Club 2024-25
Meets on the Third Wednesday of the Month at 1pm

Books are available at the Main Desk one month before each meeting
New Members are always welcome!

GROWING COMMUNITY

September 18: Reading Round Up

Come ready to talk about a favorite book you read over the summer!

October 16: When the Stars Go Dark by Paula McLain

When the
Stars Go Dark

Anna Hart is a missing persons detective in San Francisco. When tragedy strikes her personal life,

Anna, desperate and numb, flees to the Northern California village of Mendocino to grieve. She lived

there as a child with her beloved foster parents, and now she believes it might be the only place left PAULA

for her. Yet the day she arrives, she learns a local teenage girl has gone missing. The crime feels McLAIN

frighteningly reminiscent of the most crucial time in Anna's childhood, when the unsolved murder of
a young girl touched Mendocino and changed the community forever.

November 20: A Council of Dolls by Mona Susan Power

From the mid-century metropolis of Chicago to the windswept ancestral lands of the Dakota people,
to the bleak and brutal Indian boarding schools, A Council of Dolls is the story of three women, told
in part through the stories of the dolls they carried.... A modern masterpiece, A Council of Dolls is
gorgeous, quietly devastating, and ultimately hopeful, shining a light on the echoing damage
wrought by Indian boarding schools, and the historical massacres of Indigenous people.
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December 18: Amazing Grace Adams by Fran Littlewood .GR 'A-C E

MONA SUSAN POWER

Meet Amazing Grace Adams, the funny, touching, unforgettable story of an invisible everywoman
pushed to the brink—who finally pushes back. Grace Adams gave birth, blinked, and now suddenly
she is forty-five, perimenopausal and stalled—the unhappiest age you can be, according to the
Guardian . And today she’s really losing it. Stuck in traffic, she finally has had enough. To the
astonishment of everyone, Grace gets out of her car and simply walks away.
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January 15: What Happened to Ruthy Ramirez by Claire Jimenez

The Ramirez women of Staten Island orbit around absence. When thirteen-year-old middle child
Ruthy disappeared after track practice, her family was left scarred. Then one night twelve years
later, oldest sister Jessica spots a woman on TV in Catfight, a raunchy reality show. She rushes to
tell her younger sister, Nina: This woman's hair is dyed red, and she calls herself Ruby, but the
beauty mark under her left eye is instantly recognizable. Could it be Ruthy?

WHAT HAPPENED

CLAIRE JIMENEZ



February 19: Deacon King Kong by James McBride i T o vt

In September 1969, a fumbling, cranky old church deacon known as Sportcoat shuffles into the
courtyard of the Cause Houses housing project in south Brooklyn, pulls a .38 from his pocket, and in
front of everybody shoots the project's drug dealer at point-blank range. The reasons for this
desperate burst of violence and the consequences that spring from it lie at the heart of Deacon
King Kong, James McBride's funny, moving novel in which he brings to vivid life the people affected S
by the shooting: the victim, the African-American and Latinx residents who witnessed it, the white MC Br |de
neighbors, the local cops assigned to investigate, the members of the Five Ends Baptist Church
where Sportcoat was deacon, the neighborhood's Italian mobsters, and Sportcoat himself.
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March 19: Lavender House by Lev AC Rosen

Lavender House, 1952: the family seat of recently deceased matriarch Irene Lamontaine, head of
the famous Lamontaine soap empire. Irene's recipes for her signature scents are a well guarded
secret--but it's not the only one behind these gates. This estate offers a unique freedom, where
none of the residents or staff hide who they are. But to keep their secret, they've needed to keep
others out. And now they're worried they're keeping a murderer in.

April 16: Breakfast with Buddha by Roland Merullo Breakfast
with Buddha

When his sister tricks him into taking her guru on a trip to their childhood home, Otto Ringling, a
confirmed skeptic, is not amused. Six days on the road with an enigmatic holy man who answers
every question with a riddle is not what he'd planned. But in an effort to westernize his passenger--
and amuse himself--he decides to show the monk some "American fun" along the way. From a
chocolate factory in Hershey to a bowling alley in South Bend, from a Cubs game at Wrigley field to
his family farm near Bismarck, Otto is given the remarkable opportunity to see his world--and more OTAND MERULLE
important, his life--through someone else's eyes. Gradually, skepticism yields to amazement as he
realizes that his companion might just be the real thing.

May 21: The Half Moon by Mary Beth Keane

Macolm Gephardt, handsome and gregarious longtime bartender at the Half Moon, has always
dreamed of owning a bar. When his boss finally retires, Malcolm stretches to buy the place. He sees
unquantifiable magic and potential in the Half Moon and hopes to transform it into a bigger
success, but quickly realizes that making margins won't be easy. His smart and confident wife, Jess,
has devoted herself to her law career. After years of trying to have a baby, she is struggling to
accept the idea that motherhood may not be in the cards for her. Like Malcolm, she feels her youth
beginning to slip away and wonders how to reshape her future. [0 Jost® TTITHIN
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June 18: Learned by Heart by Emma Donoghue

Drawing on years of investigation and Anne Lister's five-million-word secret journal, this is the
long-buried love story of Eliza Raine, an orphan heiress banished from India to England at age six,
and Anne Lister, a brilliant, troublesome tomboy, who meet at the Manor School for young ladies

in York in 1805 when they are both fourteen. ’
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