
Wednesday Afternoon Book Club 2025-2026 

Meets on the Third Wednesday of the Month at 1pm 
Books are available at the Main Desk one month before each meeting 
New Members are always welcome! 

 

 

September 17:  Reading Round Up 

Come ready to talk about a favorite book you read over the summer! 

 

October 15:  Everyone In My Family Has Killed Someone by Benjamin Stevenson  

Everyone in my family has killed someone. Some of us, the high achievers, have killed more than 

once. I'm not trying to be dramatic, but it is the truth. Some of us are good, others are bad, and 

some just unfortunate. I'm Ernest Cunningham. Call me Ern or Ernie. I wish I'd killed whoever 

decided our family reunion should be at a ski resort, but it's a little more complicated than that. 

 

Have I killed someone?   Yes. I have.    Who was it?    Let's get started. 

November 19:  The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters 

A four-year-old Mi’kmaq girl goes missing from the blueberry fields of Maine, sparking a tragic 

mystery that haunts the survivors, unravels a community, and remains unsolved for nearly fifty 

years. 

 

December 17:  The Music of Bees by Eileen Garvin 

A heartwarming debut novel for readers of Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine, following three 

lonely strangers in a rural Oregon town, each working through grief and life's curveballs, who are 

brought together by happenstance on a local honeybee farm where they find surprising friendship, 

healing--and maybe even a second chance--just when they least expect it. 

 

January 21:  The Foundling by Ann Leary 

It's 1927 and eighteen-year-old Mary Engle is hired to work as a secretary at a remote but scenic 
institution for mentally disabled women called the Nettleton State Village for Feebleminded 
Women of Childbearing Age. She's immediately in awe of her employer, brilliant, genteel Dr. 
Agnes Vogel. Dr. Vogel had been the only woman in her class in medical school. As a young 
psychiatrist she was an outspoken crusader for women's suffrage. Now, at age forty, Dr. Vogel 
runs one of the largest and most self-sufficient public asylums for women in the country. Mary 
deeply admires how dedicated the doctor is to the poor and vulnerable women under her care. 
Soon after she's hired, Mary learns that a girl from her childhood orphanage is one of the inmates. 
Mary remembers Lillian as a beautiful free spirit with a sometimes-tempestuous side. Could she 

be mentally disabled? When Lillian begs Mary to help her escape, alleging the asylum is not what it seems, Mary is faced 
with a terrible choice. Should she trust her troubled friend with whom she shares a dark childhood secret? Mary's 
decision triggers a hair-raising sequence of events with life-altering consequences for all. 
 



 

February 18:  The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams 

Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood 

in the Scriptorium, an Oxford garden shed in which her father and a team of dedicated 

lexicographers are collecting words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Young Esme's place 

is beneath the sorting table, unseen and unheard. One day a slip of paper containing the word 

bondmaid flutters beneath the table. She rescues the slip and, learning that the word means "slave 

girl," begins to collect other words that have been discarded or neglected by the dictionary men. 

As she grows up, Esme realizes that words and meanings relating to women's and common folks' 

experiences often go unrecorded. And so she begins in earnest to search out words for her own 

dictionary: the Dictionary of Lost Words. 

 

March 18:  The Fury by Alex Michaelides 

While spending Easter with reclusive ex-movie star Lana Farrar on her idyllic private Greek island, 
her guests, who are concealing hatred and a desire for revenge, become trapped when the night 
ends in violence and murder. 
 

April 15:  A Burning by Megha Majumdar 

 Jivan is a Muslim girl from the slums, determined to move up in life, who is 

accused of executing a terrorist attack on a train because of a careless comment on Facebook. PT 

Sir is an opportunistic gym teacher who hitches his aspirations to a right-wing political party, and 

finds that his own ascent becomes linked to Jivan's fall. Lovely--an irresistible outcast whose 

exuberant voice and dreams of glory fill the novel with warmth and hope and humor--has the alibi 

that can set Jivan free, but it will cost her everything she holds dear. 

 

May 20:  Miss Morgan’s Book Brigade by Janet Skeslien Charles 

1918: As the Great War rages, Jessie Carson takes a leave of absence from the New York Public 

Library to work for the American Committee for Devastated France. Founded by millionaire Anne 

Morgan, this group of international women help rebuild devastated French communities just miles 

from the front. Upon arrival, Jessie strives to establish something that the French have never seen--

children's libraries. She turns ambulances into bookmobiles and trains the first French female 

librarians. Then she disappears. 1987: When NYPL librarian and aspiring writer Wendy Peterson 

stumbles across a passing reference to Jessie Carson in the archives, she becomes consumed with 

learning her fate. In her obsessive research, she discovers that she and the elusive librarian have 

more in common than their work at New York's famed library, but she has no idea their paths will 

converge in surprising ways across time. 

 

June 17:  Such Kindness by Andrew Dubus III 

After a bad fall, Tom, in constant pain and addicted to painkillers at the cost of his relationships 
with his wife and son, realizes he can never work again and ends up in subsidized housing, where 
he hatches a scheme to commit convenience-check fraud with neighbors he considers lowlifes. 
 


